2nd Homes Money

Potential environmental projects
1.
Sustainable buildings learning programme

Talkin Tarn is an exemplar in the field of green design and construction management.  A programme of learning opportunities developed in conjunction with Carlisle College, local secondary schools, and the organisation Construction Skills would enable school and college students to see sustainable building in practice at Talkin Tarn.  The project would support the development of teaching materials, educational staff time and transport costs of visiting groups.  The project could also be accompanied with a leaflet designed to inform home and building owners how they could produce more sustainable places in which to live and work. The leaftet would be distributed by Development Control with each planning application form they send out and made available in libraries, Civic buildings etc.   Project cost:  £10,000.

2.
Tree planting scheme

A tree planting scheme during National Tree Week (November 21st 2007 – December 2nd 2007) would be run in association with volunteers from BTCV and the Garden Linx project run by Cumbria Care for people with learning disabilities. Tree planting at present is limited due to resources so the project would provide a boost to woodland habitat creation in both urban and rural areas of Carlisle.  Project cost £10,000.

3.
Green roof pilot

Green roofs are becoming increasingly popular and have many benefits in terms of helping to insulate and cool buildings, providing a habitat for wildlife, reducing noise and air pollution and making use of natural rainwater that would otherwise be wasted.  There is potential in Carlisle to pilot the use of a green roof for example on the Cremator room at the Crematorium.  This roof would fit in with the natural surroundings, help to regulate the temperature of the building thus helping to reduce energy consumption and offset the carbon emissions produced in the cremation process. Project cost £20,000.

4.
Greening our transport

In March 2007 the Energy Savings Trust produced a report for Carlisle City Council on greening our transport fleet.  A recommendation was greater staff use of pool vehicles.  The purchase of a pool car with low carbon emissions would demonstrate our commitment to greening our fleet.  Project cost: £15,000 - £20,000 and revenue implications.

5. Greening our community centres 

This project could be a half-day conference/workshop for Community Centre Managers to explore how we could green our community centres whether it’s improving recycling facilities, improving energy conservation or helping users of community centres to learn about environmental issues.  The workshop would be accompanied by a small pot of funding to initiate some projects.   Project cost: £3000.

Please note that some of these projects are unlikely to be completed within the current financial year. 

