CARLISLE YOUTH RADIO PROJECT

Introduction

Cumbria Business Education Consortium (CBEC) works with secondary and primary schools across Cumbria supporting and facilitating links between education and business with mutual benefits for both sectors.

Youth Radio project proposal

CBEC is looking to deliver a broadcasting project in the Carlisle area.  ‘Youth Radio’ is a project co-ordinated by CBEC and aided by experienced broadcasters which will give schools the chance to set up and run a radio station, broadcasting live to the local community (within an approximate 10 mile radius) over 2 days.  The studio and mast will be located at Caldew School and participating schools will be allocated 1 hour slots.   Initial preparation work will take place in school over the first half of the autumn term with some pupils participating in the live broadcast and others helping with the research or interviews as well as photographing or videoing the event.

The theme for the project is business and enterprise and schools will make contact with local businesses to support their slots.  The project creates an innovative opportunity for developing skills and contributing to enterprise education, literacy and citizenship.

The project has recently been run successfully in Kendal and Workington and West Lakes Renaissance was the main sponsor in Workington.

Funding 

The project costs approximately £20,000 to run.  The costings are:

· Professional broadcasting support

£15,000

· Media coverage 



£2,5000

· Professional development day for teachers
£950

· CBEC co-ordination & administration

£1,500

Each school will contribute £300 and they are encouraged to seek financial support towards this from local businesses.

CBEC is seeking sponsorship for the event and Carlisle Renaissance will be supporting the project with £5,000.  An additional £5,000 is sought from the Carlisle Partnership.

Schools involved

The following schools are involved in the project:

Secondaries – Caldew, NCTC, St Aidan’s, William Howard, James Rennie and possibly Morton and Newman.

Primaries – Longtown, St Michael’s, Stanwix, Stonraise, Thursby and Yewdale.

Carlisle College will also be involved.

Benefits for Carlisle 

The project will help to raise the positive profile of Carlisle amongst young people, their families and the local community.  As the theme of the project is business and enterprise it will link well with the Economy and Enterprise priority of the Carlisle Partnership.  It will also link to the Children and Young People priority and in particular the young people in the media project.  The radio broadcasts will be heard in local businesses, shops, doctors’ practices etc. as well as in homes and the schools involved.  There will be extensive coverage of the project in the local media and offers opportunities to promote the economic and social regeneration aspects of the Carlisle Partnership.  Schools may want to interview those involved with the Partnership and Renaissance.

CBEC will be inviting local business leaders, school governors and local VIPs to a celebration lunch on one of the days to hear how the schools have benefited from taking part in the project which will also offer an opportunity to raise the positive profile of the Carlisle Partnership.

Timescales

CBEC need to know as soon as possible if the Partnership will be able to sponsor the project as if sufficient local sponsorship can’t be found they want to let the schools know before they start preparing for their slots.

If we are able to offer sponsorship they would be looking for that to be available in September.

The broadcasts will take place 12 & 13 November.


