Brampton Economic Partnership
Background

The Growing Carlisle Local Economy Strategy contains a specific work stream concerned with revitalising rural communities. 

The Strategy recognises the significance of Longtown and Brampton as key service centres.  Each has its own specific problems and opportunities, but there are also many issues in common.  The Strategy promotes a joint approach to the delivery of projects where this is practical.  The challenges are:

· Enhancing role of service centres including streetscape, transport, parking, signage, and promotion / marketing. 

· Support local delivery points for district wide projects e.g. business support, workforce development, and worklessness.

· Tourism development – network / cluster development.

· Action to engage with businesses and workless people.

· Ensuring sufficient provision of employment land and premises.

· Encouraging the role of local delivery mechanisms/trusts.

In terms of more specific actions, the strategy document proposes the following projects for Rural Carlisle over the next 1 – 5 years.

· A pilot project to improve access to services in Brampton and Longtown implemented.

· Opportunities arising from Community Asset transfers explored and acted upon where appropriate.

· Local delivery of projects related to worklessness, skills and business support.

· Accessibility Action Plan for rural Carlisle prepared and implemented. (Part of Local Transport plan).

· An evaluation of need for workshop premises in Longtown and Brampton.

· Functional improvements to support Longtown and Brampton’s roles as rural service centres identified and one project in each centre implemented. (E.g. car parking etc)

In 2008 a task and finish group (Brampton Economic Action Group) was brought together to prepare an economic action plan which set out a number of achievable actions that would enhance the economic vibrancy and well being of Brampton and the surrounding rural area. This plan was subject to consultations and discussions with the wider community and the first version of this plan was agreed by the Economic Action Group on 17th June 2009. 

From the outset the group recognised that the plan would be the subject of constant review and development, and that a more long term body would be required to provide leadership and to act as a focus for economic development locally. This group has been established under the name of Brampton Economic Partnership.

The current make up of the partnership is as follows. Other organisations and representatives will be co –opted on to the group over time.  

Brampton Chamber of Trade

Brampton Community Association

Brampton Parish Council

Representative from a rural Parish Council

Carlisle City Council

Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd

Sustainable Brampton

