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BOARD GETS TO WORK

The Carlisle Renaissance Board met today to agree its priorities and how it plans to go about delivering them. 

Bryan Gray, Chairman of the Board commented “Carlisle Renaissance is about establishing Carlisle as a leading heritage City with a growing University, a successful regional commercial centre, the infrastructure to support business investment and good access.  We will focus on the things that need to be done to achieve this.

The Board reviewed status reports on each of the four transformational actions that it believes can make a significant contribution to the growth of Carlisle: -

· Developing a new City Centre Riverside Campus for the University of Cumbria

· Maximising the potential of the Historic Quarter and its key assets

· Delivering major new employment sites on the M6 corridor

· Strengthening the mix of retail, office and ancillary uses in the City Centre

Plans for each will be worked up over then next two to three months but the immediate focus will be on the University of Cumbria and the Historic Quarter. 

The University needs to be able to develop a first class teaching and learning environment with the highest quality facilities and space for growth. Achieving this will mean securing a suitable site, preparing it for development and making sure that there is a long-term plan in place for expansion.

The Programme Director, Ian McNichol, commented “ Caldew Riverside presents unique challenges, particularly its former use as a gas works and its sensitive location adjacent to the Caldew Riverside and West Walls. I also believe we can work with Tesco to deliver the right solution for the University”

The Board sees the need to develop a compelling vision for the Historic Quarter that demonstrates its true significance. It wants to play a leading role in driving this vision forward with partners representing the major heritage and cultural assets in the area.

“We need to go about harnessing the contribution that the arts and culture can make to the revitalisation of Carlisle and the Historic Quarter can be a focus for this. It is without doubt an area with tremendous potential and Tullie House must be at the heart of our vision ” commented Bryan Gray. “

The Board signalled a shift of emphasis on work to strengthen the mix of retail, office and ancillary uses such as hotels and restaurants. It wants to focus on the underlying factors that will improve the performance of the City Centre, such as City Centre Management, improvements to the public realm and better access. It wants to take a less interventionist approach, moving away from major development schemes, and help established businesses to provide a clear direction on what needs to be done to stimulate investment.

It plans to adopt a similar approach to the delivery of strategic employment sites on the M6 corridor, focusing on identifying and the long term requirements of existing potential growth sectors for Carlisle and the wider city-region.

The Board considered that range of key actions that other stakeholders will need to bring forward in order to deliver the overarching economic strategy for growing Carlisle, including measures to increase the provision of housing and associated community infrastructure.

Summing up Bryan Gray commented “We are committed to doing what needs to be done to deliver Carlisle Renaissance. Everyone I have spoken to since taking up this position believes we can and should make Carlisle better. We have brought focus and direction to this aspiration and I believe we are building the wider consensus and the support that is needed to make it happen”

Notes to Editors:

· Carlisle Renaissance is a partnership between Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Northwest Development Agency. Further background information can be found at www.carlisle.gov.uk
· A private sector led Board has been established to oversee the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance supported by a dedicated delivery team.

· The Chairman, Bryan Gray, is available for telephone interviews on 9th September 2008  

For further information contact Helen Askew, Carlisle Renaissance, on 01228 817110 or via email helena@carlisle.go.uk
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