Climate Change Strategy and NI186 (reducing CO2 per capita)
Update for Carlisle Partnership Convenors 5th October 2009
DECC
 published the latest NI186 data
 on the 17th September which covers 2007 and includes improvements and updates to the original statistics for 2005 and 2006, enabling comparisons to be made across the three year period.   Such baseline changes should not affect the scale of negotiated percentage LAA targets. 
	Year
	Industry & Commercial
	Domestic
	Road Transport
	Total
	Carlisle’s Population
	Per capita emissions (t)

	2005 
	410
	266
	182
	858
	102.9
	8.3*

	2006
	418
	266
	179
	863
	103.3
	8.4

	2007
	413
	257
	180
	851
	103.5
	8.2


*Original figure for 2005 as stated in the Community Plan was 9.5 tonnes per capita.
The primary reasons for the changes are revisions to the data for a small number of “point sources” with high levels of emissions. Some of these point sources were previously excluded from the dataset, but have now been included as new data has become available, and some have been moved between adjacent Local Authorities, since the precise location of the source of emissions had previously been difficult to ascertain.

In the Community Plan we set a target to become one of the lowest 25% of districts in England for CO2 emissions, with a 3% target reduction per annum from 2008/09 based on a 2005 baseline.  Figures for 2008/09 have not yet been released so it’s not possible as yet to track progress against our target.  
Progress to date on NI186

This is a summary of progress to date against the recommendations made at the Carlisle Partnership workshop on Climate Change held in February 2009.  
The workshop was held with Carlisle Partnership members to begin the process of developing a Carlisle Climate Change Action Plan and delivering on performance indicator NI186.  The workshop served to assess where organisations were at already with addressing their own carbon emissions and what more needs to be done. The workshop was well attended by the public sector, community organisations and housing organisations but attracted limited representation from the business sector.  It was recognised that the actions identified are not sufficiently specific to ensure that low-emissions aspirations are included in plans for economic growth. 
Progress and suggestions against recommendations
Recommendation 1: Actions already underway by partners that the partnership members pledge to support, or contribute to through positive communication and developing appropriate supporting actions.

The climate change workshop gave a broad overview of what actions are already underway by those CP members in attendance.  These actions were primarily with regards to CP members getting their own house in order in terms of reducing carbon emissions.  A suggestion for collating information on actions already underway is given under recommendation 4.
Recommendation 2: Demonstrating leadership through communications and joint messages – how the Partnership will make sure we know what is going on and tell everyone outside the Partnership about it, focussing on positive messages and successes.

This area of work needs further development both by the CP and the Cumbria Strategic Partnership (CSP).  The Cumbria Climate Change Task Group (on behalf of the CSP) has distributed funding to various projects around the county through a Cumbria Climate Change Communications and Engagement Fund.  There are likely to be opportunities in the near future for co-ordinating communication activities with the CSP.
Suggestions
Encourage CP members to co-ordinate activities around events like Energy Saving Week in October, Green Build Festival etc.   

Make a call to CP members for case studies on energy efficiency/carbon reduction to share with other members. 
Recommendation 3: Identifying and implementing a very small number of major projects for the Partnership to tackle that will benefit from partnership working, and will need resources to happen. These should address major areas of emissions. 

Carlisle’s major sources of emissions are associated with electricity consumption in the industry and commercial sector followed by gas consumption in the domestic sector.  Local employers are already making good use of free advice services like the Carbon Trust and Cumbria Business Environment Network to help improve on energy/resource efficiency.  The City Council, local Housing Associations and the Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre are leading on initiatives to improve the energy efficiency of homes.  The CP has a role to help signpost local employers and householders to these sources of advice and funding support.   
Suggestions
A Local Partnerships Small Projects Fund is available through the CLASP programme (NW Climate Change Local Area Support Programme) to help in the delivery of projects in relation to NI 185, 186 and 188.  Grants are to support specific, small, short-timescale projects (usually completed within 6 months).  The CP should consider applying for funding.  A potential project could be to conduct a district wide thermal imaging survey to identify homes and businesses in need of extra insulation. 
Host a Green Business event for local businesses in partnership with a local body like the Chamber of Commerce or Envirolink to cover topics on new legislation (Carbon Reduction Commitment), grant funding, procurement policies, forthcoming renewable feed in tariff opportunities etc.  

Recommendation 4: Common processes: Adopting common methods of reporting on the carbon impact of policies and actions to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of NI186.  
Suggestions
The Cumbria Climate Change Task Group is currently devising a method of reporting against actions for CSP members in the Cumbria Climate Change Action Plan.  Once a methodology has been agreed it is recommended that this is applied to the Carlisle Partnership to ensure consistency and avoid duplication of effort.  

Additionally, a reporting spreadsheet tool was launched by the Energy Saving Trust in July to help local authorities and LSPs report on progress against NI186. The Audit Commission recognise it as a tool for reporting on against NI186 though it is still under development.  This tool should be considered for use in the future.  

A role for the Convenors Group is to ensure that projects supported by the CP deliver environmental benefits.  The purpose would be to ask questions including:

· whether the project will increase or decrease carbon emissions?

· if a building/site would be built to an environmental standard?

· will it include renewable technology? 
· does the funding package reflect these issues?
· other environmental impacts 

A Sustainable Construction and Design Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is currently being prepared by the City Council which will cover the construction and energy efficiency of new buildings.  This could come to the Carlisle Partnership for comment. 
� Department of Energy and Climate Change


� NI186 does not include the following emissions: motorways, EU Emissions Trading Scheme sites (except energy suppliers, e.g. power stations in the scheme, whose emissions are indirectly included via the end user estimates, e.g. for electricity use), diesel railways, Land Use, Land Use Change, and Forestry.








