Rural Support Group

13th July 2009, 10 a.m. at Civic Centre, Carlisle

Notes of the Meeting

Present:
Neil Griffiths, Claire Rankin, Jocelyn Holland, Gwen Dumpleton, Hellen Aitken, Shirley Muir, Lynne Hutchinson
1.
Apologies – Judith Gardner, Zoe Sutton
2.
Notes of the last meeting – 11th May 2009 were approved as a correct record.
3.
Matters Arising

County Council issues - CR agreed to contact JG regarding progress on outstanding items which the County agreed to take forward.  These include the paper on Youth Zone rural delivery, progress with Neighbourhood Forums and clarification regarding Local Committee processes. 
Action:  JG to report to the next meeting on outstanding County issues.

Carlisle Partnership Rural Paper – It was agreed by the meeting that this would be a useful exercise to undertake and should be presented by JH at the Convenors Group.  The paper should give a brief overview of the major initiatives happening in the rural area, including community empowerment and locality working, and signpost to other relevant documents.

Action:  CR/ZS to prepare paper in consultation with Carolyn Curr

Solway, Border and Eden LEADER programme – SM attended the meeting and gave an overview on progress with the LEADER programme.  Considerable progress has been made since the last meeting.  There is now one application form which is shorter than previous versions (for grants under £100k).  The expression of interest form is still the first stage of an application and is a simple 2 sides of A4.  Small projects seeking grants under £20k can now be appraised internally which again cuts down the turnaround time for grants.  The final sign off for grants is still undertaken by NWDA however this is usually a quick process.  The LAG (Local Action Group) meets monthly and is currently producing guidance on the type of projects which are eligible under each measure.  SM agreed to circulate information on timing and application dates, officer contacts and prioritised project areas (once developed).

Action:  SM to circulate information once available

4. Brampton Economic Action Group Update
CR gave an update on the Brampton Economic Action Group (BEAG).  BEAG is currently seeking a Chairman to take forward the Brampton Economic Partnership (BEP) and lead the implementation of the action plan.  BEP will be seeking wider representation including an additional Parish Council member from the surrounding parishes and a two way representation with the Economic Development and Enterprise group of the Carlisle Partnership.  Members of RSG were encouraged to let CR know of possible candidates for the role of Chairman.
5. Community Empowerment – Rural Pilot
CR and NG reported that the six monthly report on Monitoring Rural Policy had recently been considered by Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel and contained a section on community empowerment.  The O&S Panel asked for a simple action plan to be developed which the Panel could use to monitor progress.  This action plan would be developed with involvement from Carolyn Curr.  It was suggested that this action plan could be circulated to the CPCA in order keep Parish Councils informed of progress.  This might help to increase understanding about the empowerment pilot and what is hoped to be achieved.
Action:  CR/ZS/NG to prepare action plan for community empowerment rural pilot
6. Locality Working – Parish Councils views
JH reported on a very successful meeting of Parish Council Chairmen.  The meeting was attended by over 50% of Parish Councils and some useful discussions were held.  It was agreed that the Carlisle parishes did not wish to form geographical clusters but would prefer to work jointly on issue based actions.  The parishes were also keen to investigate devolved funding.  CALC has applied for CIEP (Cumbria Improvement and Efficiency Partnership) funding to hold a workshop for Parish Councils to look in greater detail at how issue based locality working could be developed.  CPCA is keen to have City and County Council involvement in the workshop.  In addition CALC has offered to speak to the Harraby community on the possibilities of forming a Parish/Community Council.

Action:  JH/GD to ensure City and County Council involvement in the workshop

7. Neighbourhood Forums Update
CR agreed to contact JG regarding an update on Neighbourhood Forums including clarification of the reporting arrangements for highways functions.

Action:  CR to contact JG

Action:  JG to provide an update for the next meeting

8. Information Exchange/Any Other Business

LH reported that the CVS would be represented by either herself or Mark Costello at future meeting.  All felt that Mark’s involvement would be welcomed but also felt the group benefitted from LH’s strategic input.
GD reported that Arthuret Parish Council has expressed some concerns about the working of the Local Links office in Longtown.  GD agreed to speak to JG regarding the issues.

Action:  GD to speak to JG regarding Longtown Local Links office

9. Date of the Next Meeting – 7th September 2009, 10 a.m. at Civic Centre, Carlisle

