BRAMPTON ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN

Background
The Growing Carlisle Local Economy Strategy identifies the need to focus on the development of Brampton and Longtown as rural service centres.
To date, work has focussed on Brampton and this paper sets out the actions undertaken, the current position and the work to be undertaken.

The Brampton Economic Action Group

To prepare an economic plan for Brampton, it was decided to bring together a group of existing organisations, under a set of terms of reference which, from the outset had this as a task and finish exercise.
The objectives of the group were to identify the economic priorities for Brampton and to recommend a vehicle through which the economic plan could be taken forward.  The expectation is that once the task is complete, the group as presently constituted would disband.

In order to facilitate the discussions, an impartial chairman was recruited.  This was Bill Smith of the South Lakes Development Trust.

Brampton Economic Action Group is made up of Brampton Community Association, Brampton Chamber of Trade, Brampton Parish Council (representing Brampton Parish Planning Group), Carlisle City Council, Hadrian’s Wall Heritage, National Farmers’ Union, Rural Women’s Network, a representative of the tourism sector and Sustainable Brampton.

Over the past 10 months the group has met regularly and has agreed an action plan, with four main headings.

●
Enhancing Brampton’s Role as a 21st Century Market Town
●
Improving the Brampton area experience

●
Relationship between town and rural area

●
Sustaining new and existing businesses.

The plan was subject of consultation amongst the local community who were asked to prioritise the actions proposed under these four headings and to also to comment on the plan as a whole and to make suggestions of alternative priorities.

The Brampton Economic Action Group met on 17th June 2009, and agreed the plan.
Brampton Economic Partnership
The exercise in Brampton is very much work in progress.  The key to success if find a way in which the objectives of the Brampton Economic Action Plan can be taken forward in a way that can be sustained in the long term.Work is now underway to set up the Brampton Economic Partnership which will be linked to the Carlisle Partnership. 
Current make up of the Brampton Economic Partnership is:

Brampton Parish Council

Brampton Chamber of Trade

Carlisle City Council

Hadrian’s Wall Heritage

Carlisle Tourism Partnership

Sustainable Brampton

A representative of rural parishes around Brampton 

Carlisle City Council is providing secretarial support to the partnership.

Work is underway to recruit a Chairman. A job description has been prepared and this along with draft terms of reference for the partnership have been posted on a special page on the City Council web site www.carlisle.gov.uk/brampton 
Relationship with the Economic Development and Enterprise Group
The initial members of the Brampton Economic Partnership recognise that there must be a clear linkage through the Economic Development and Enterprise Group though to the Carlisle Partnership.

The Partnership has discussed how this could be achieved. The conclusion was that the partnership would like to be represented on the Economic Development and enterprise Group, probably by the Chair. However, the partnership would like to Economic Development and Enterprise Group to be directly represented on the partnership and would like a representative from the group to be nominated, perhaps through the rural representative.

Actions for the Economic Development and Enterprise Group.   
1. To agree to a representative of the Brampton Economic Partnership joining the group

2. The Economic Development and Enterprise Group to nominate a representative to join the Brampton Economic Partnership.

Don Taylor

Business Development Officer   
