Wildlife Report Talkin Tarn April 2011
The winter seems to be over, although we are still having a few frosty mornings. The Coltsfoot is flowering on the frontage, and reports of the first summer visitors popping up here and there in Cumbria helps keep our eyes open for Sand Martins on the lake. It is important to keep a look out for any interesting wildlife that you see when you visit the tarn. Let us know where and when you see your first summer visitors so a record can be made of their appearance for future use. We keep a list of bird species seen on the lake each year, and add to that locations and records of rarer plants  and animals that occur on site, both noting their location and appearance times.
However, there is no time for contemplating the summer ahead, because it’s volunteers at the ready for tree planting. We were lucky enough to secure funding for the planting of 3000 trees. The money has been provided by the North Pennines AONB Partnership’s Living North Pennines project. The project is a Heritage Lottery Funded landscape Partnership Scheme benefiting form just under £2 million from Heritage Lottery Fund. Members of the public have already been involved on a ‘Bring a spade, plant a tree’ day on Sunday 20th March. Local groups and schools have been contacted and over the next two weeks (19 March to 1 April) staff led work parties will continue to plant until they are all in the ground.
The mix of trees planted is based on those found in native broadleaved woodland in the area. The mix is dominated by Ash Fraxinus excelsior, Sessile Oak  Quercus petraea, Hazel Corylus avellana, Downy Birch Betula pubescens, Rowan Sorbus aucuparia, Alder Alnus glutinosa,  Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna and Holly Ilex aquifolium. In addition to this small numbers of Silver Birch Betula pendula, Aspen Populus tremula, Dog Rose Rosa canina, Bird Cherry Prunus padus and Crab Apple Malus sylvestris have been added to provide variety and add berries, seed and fruit to the food that will be available to the wildlife.
All in all this is an exciting time for the site, developing the landscape to provide better habitats for wildlife, allowing our visitors improved opportunities to enjoy the nature on site. The woods will be accessible to the public, with open areas and glades providing an opportunity for colonisation by a broad a range of species as possible.
Additional work at the end of 2011 will see the planting of a further 8500 in the adjoining fields. This will provide a valuable block of woodland, and will link together the already existing fragmentary woodland we have on site.

Only a tenth of Britain is covered by woodland. This is less than most other countries in Europe, so it’s important that we look after the threes we have already and try to endeavour to plant trees wherever possible – we all need trees! Nearly 300 species or types of insect can live on one oak tree! One large beech tree can produce enough oxygen for 10 people!
Anyway, time to get on with the tree planting and start planning the annual summer site maintenance programme and here is hoping for a continuation of the mild sunny spring weather we are currently enjoying.
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