Wildlife Report Talkin Tarn July 2011

At last we have had a good spell of weather here at the Tarn.  As we move further into July the weather continues to be wet and windy, and on several mornings recently there has been that autumnal feel in the air. It has been a typical summer, with the occasional spell of exceedingly glorious weather interspersed with showery, rainy wet days. Just the same as two years ago! 
It is interesting how your focus changes with regard to wildlife. Normally here at the Tarn we dip into all aspects of wildlife, noting birds, plants and animals in equal measure.  However, recently the site has been particularly prolific with regards to flora. The Tarn has three interesting orchids, and a very rare Helleborine. The Helleborine you will be familiar with, as the Narrow-leaved Helleborine has recently been the subject of an exclusion fence in Top Wood to the right of the car park as you enter the site. This species has now finished flowering and is not noticeable, since the green foliage blends into the surrounding vegetation. Two other orchids that show well are the Northern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella and the Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsia. Both of these species are very variable in colour, leaf spots and form. With the Northern Marsh Orchid the flowers are uniform reddish-purple to purple flowering early. The leaves are unspotted. The Common Spotted Orchid flowers vary from white to pale/dark purple. The leaves are narrow and usually dark-spotted. It flowers noticeably later, between May and early August. This species is currently showing really well in the meadow adjacent to the car park. They show a range of form, habit and colour from nearly white to deep mauve/purple. Exciting however is the increase in numbers of our Greater Butterfly Orchid Platanthera chlorantha. This amazing orchid has flowers that are pure white to greenish-white. The flowers have a long lip at the front and very long spur up to one inch long, so only long tongued butterflies and moths can reach inside. While the moth or butterfly is feeding it picks up pollen on its head from the modified stamens, and transfers this to another plants stigma, and pollination occurs. The plant can grow quite tall and with broad ribbed leaves it is quite conspicuous when you begin to notice them.
The other interesting plant to note in the vicinity of the Butterfly Orchid is the Yellow Rattle Rhinanthus minor. Yellow Rattle is so named because of the sound effect produced by the ripe seeds rattling inside the capsule. It is a low annual with yellow flowers with two purple teeth on the upper lip. The leaves are toothed, oblong-linear and un-stalked. It grows in profusion in the grassland between the Farlam Path gate and the Alex Boathouse/wind turbine field on your left as you walk around the path. Unusually it is a hemi-parasite – that is, it fixes its roots onto a root system of an adjoining grass, and extracts water and minerals from it.
Should you see a plant, bird, insect or animal that you have not seen before please report it to the site office, we will help you identify it and it may even be a new species for the site!

Dave Pearson
Tarn Supervisor



Dave Pearson
Site Supervisor




