Talkin Tarn Wildlife Report November 2011
Hello, my name is Emma. I’m a volunteer ranger at Talkin Tarn for this year as part of a work experience placement. I have graduated from university with a degree in Geography this summer and working at the Tarn gives me the opportunity to be involved with a wide range of projects and habitat management, helping me to develop a wide range of skills over the year. One of these is being involved in writing the wildlife report for the Tarn. 
Unfortunately it looks like the weather has finally decided to become wintery. With gale and wind warnings in Southern Scotland and the possibility of sleet and snow mixed in with the rain on the Pennines, it is both a difficult time for the site staff and its wildlife.

The main work we have been focussing on recently is the removal of both weed from the lake margins and leaves predominantly from the car park.

The weed in the lake is dominated by Canadian Pondweed or Waterweed (Elodea canadensis) which is native to North and South America where it occurs in lakes ponds, canals and slow flowing water. 
It was introduced into County Down, Ireland in about 1836 as a fragment on an imported log from Canada, and appeared in Great Britain in 1841, spreading through both countries and Europe in ponds, ditches and streams, which were often choked with its rank growth.

In many regions of the world it is considered a pest. It grows from stolons (creeping stems) and has vertical, narrow, sparsely branched stems with leaves in whorls of three. The leaves are flat (not recurved or pointed like Nuttall’s Pondweed). It can form dense mono-specific stands. It does not reproduce by seed in the UK and relies entirely on vegetative reproduction for its spread. Although it is now regarded as a naturalised aquatic plant, it causes problems by competing for nutrients and outgrowing many native species. 
The pondweed reaches its maximum biomass in September, and as the winter storms arrive it breaks up and washes ashore. When laying in the bays it decomposes and creates unfavourable conditions conducive to algal growth and develops an unpleasant odour as it decays along with looking unsightly.
A large amount of the weed has been removed by volunteers from Richard Rose Morton Academy, who are working with us on a Thursday up until Christmas.

The dilemma of course is balancing the clearance of the weed with the needs of our wildlife. It certainly produces a lot of invertebrates when decomposing, natural food for many of our duck species to help them through the winter months.
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This image is in the public domain because the copyrights of the original work of art have expired. It is a reproduction of a painting by the Swedish botanist C. A. M. Lindman (1856–1928), taken from his book(s) Bilder ur Nordens Flora (first edition published 1901–1905, supplemented edition 1917–1926?).
