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Focus Group:

VILLAGE SHOP

Focus groups could then be set up to look at specific issues/projects identified
from the Parish Plan. Different people would be involved in different focus
groups subject to their own particular interests. It would be the responsibility of
these groups to develop detailed action plans/feasibility studies, to feedback
to the ‘community partnership’ whose role it would be to endorse the projects
and apply for funding.

This is the type of partnership that has
evolved from the Cumwhitton Parish
Plan, which has already been
successful in securing funding to realise
some of the needs identified in their
Parish Plan i.e. setting up a Youth Club,
producing a comprehensive newsletter
and securing some land to develop a
children’s play park.

The last task for Walton Community
Group will be to facilitate a public
meeting to consider the findings of the
Parish Plan, and to discuss the options
and contemplate the way forward.

WALTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
e.g. Company Limited by Guarantee

Charitable Status

Focus Group:

PLAY PARK

Focus Group:

TOURISM

Focus Group:

TRANSPORT

Focus Group:

VILLAGE HALL

Focus Group:

HOUSING
Focus Group:

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Focus Group:

TRAFFIC
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The information presented in the Parish Plan has been collated and compiled
by Walton Community Group.

Walton Community Group:

Chair: John Smith

Secretary: Rhian Davies

Treasurer: Steve Reynolds

Committee: Fiona Evans
John Evans
Susan Fullelove
Tony Harden
Jane Smith

Thank you to Pam Cronin and
Helen Armstrong who were
involved initially in the Group

Parishioners
The production of the Plan would not have been possible without the
collaboration, co-operation and enthusiasm of the children, young people and
adults living within the Parish. Parishioners contributed both through
completing the questionnaire and by supporting the events that Walton
Community Group hosted. Thank you to everyone who participated in this
process and contributed his or her thoughts and ideas.

Walton business’ and organisations
The Village Hall Committee, the Centurion Inn and the Parish Council who
provided venues and/or support for the events and Parish Plan Update
sessions also supported developing the Walton Parish Plan.

Outside agencies
Walton Community Group also received valuable support and guidance from
the following outside agencies during the formation of this Parish Plan:

* Carlisle City Council

* Cumbria County Council

* Voluntary Action Cumbria

* Tullie House

And supported by DEFRA
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On November 5 2004 another update session was held in the Village Hall to
encourage people to talk to WCG committee members and to pass on their
opinions and ideas to be included in the questionnaire.

A Newsletter sent out at Christmas 2004 updated parishioners on the group’s
progress and again invited views and ideas.

In February 2005 WCG organised a successful children’s activity day in
partnership with Tullie House and a Pie and Pea supper – in addition to
providing a progress report on the development of the Parish Plan
Questionnaire.

In May 2005 the Parish Plan questionnaire was printed and distributed to all
households within the Parish. In addition to the main questionnaire, WCG also
enclosed a questionnaire specifically for children of primary school age (4 to
11 years).

In June 2005 a drop-in session was held in the Village Hall to give young
people aged 11 to 18 years the opportunity to have their say about living in
the Parish.

In August 2005 WCG produced another newsletter,
thanking people for their support and advertising the
Parish update session to be held in September.

The response to the questionnaire was over twice
the national average for questionnaire returns
(national statistics web site), and on September 4
2005 WCG organised a Parish Plan update session
(and cream tea) in the Village Hall, to give people
an opportunity to look at the information gathered
from the questionnaires. The afternoon also
provided a final opportunity for people to highlight

their personal views in terms of potential areas for improvement and/or
development within the Parish to be included in the Parish Plan. The
afternoon proved to be a huge
success, with over 60 parishioners
coming to the Hall to share their ideas
and thoughts.

All the information from the
questionnaires and the Parish Update
sessions has been used to develop
the Parish Plan.
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THE PARISH

The Parish of Walton lies on the north side of the river Irthing, between the
rivulets Kingwater and Cambeck, and is bounded on the north by Kirklinton
and Stapleton, on the east by Lanercost, on the south by Brampton and on
the west by Irthington.

The parish is rural; the main industry is agricultural and related businesses. In
recent years the tourism generated by the Hadrian’s Wall Walk has seen an
increase in Bed & Breakfast business, particularly in the south of the parish.
Increasingly those who live in the parish are retired or work outside the parish.

Although the population of the parish has remained fairly stable over the last
20 years the age profile of the Parish residents has risen over recent years.
The majority of the population live within the village of Walton.

The village developed slowly remaining largely unchanged over the years until
the building of Woodleigh in the mid 1970’s, and then White House in the
1990’s. The majority of the dwellings are owner occupied detached houses
and over 50% of households have 2 or more cars.

The village of Walton is three miles north of Brampton, and ten miles from
Carlisle. Like many other villages that lie along the route of Hadrian's Wall, its
name is characteristic, and bears testimony to its relationship with the Roman
Wall.

The church of St Mary stands in the centre of the village across the green
from the Village hall and until recently there was a primitive Methodist Church
erected in 1858, the same year as the building of the village school which
closed in 1970 and which is now used as the village hall. The Centurion Inn
to the south of the village is over 200 years old and also houses the post
office. Sadly the village shop and garage closed several years ago.

Thriving groups within the Parish includes the Parish Council, the W.I., the
Village Hall committee, Parents and Toddlers and the Monday Club.

Walton has one of the prettiest village greens in the county. In 1887 fifteen
lime trees were planted in the centre of the Village to commemorate the
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria.

Walton Moss is now a site of Scientific Interest, a rare example of a raised
peat bog and is where and is where various flower and fauna are monitored.
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WALTON CHRONOLOGY AD71 to 2007

71 Romans arrive. Stanegate forts
122-30 Roman wall built and Camboglanna Fort.
368 Scots and Picts invade.
410 Romans leave.
590 Kentigern in the area.
600-700 Walton founded.
850-950 Preaching cross erected
1060 Enoch, parson of Walton
1066 Battle of Hastings
1086 Swainsteads mentioned in the Doomsday book
1092 Annexation from Scotland to England
1133 Diocese of Carlisle founded
1166 Foundation of Lanercost
1175 Thomas the Parson of Walton
1286 Border wars begin
1297 Scots raid
1380 Robert le Chester, Parson
1386 Canons from Lanercost minister to Walton
1538 Dissolution of Lanercost
1544 Christopher Walker first vicar
1570 Border battle at Hellbeck
1598 Walton raided
1603 James I becomes King. End of Reiving
1611 Whitehill built
1627 New Chalice for church
1684 First church registration
1680-90 Orchard House built
1731 New bell made for church. Now in hall
1767 Value of the vicars living increased
1760-90 Sandysike, Castlesteads and High Rigg built
1780-1800 Black Bull built (now the Centurion)
1801 William Hutton walks the wall.
1811 New Church built
1812 Holly Garth built by Revd Ireland
1839 New parsonage
1851 Revd Smith shoots William Armstrong
1858 Methodist chapel built
1859/60 New School built
1869 Present church built
1884/98 Bridges at Dovecote and Walton Mill
1887 Lime Trees planted for Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee
1902 Reading room opened
1909 Clock added to school
1930’s Electricity and piped water
1970 School closes, becomes Village Hall
1970’s New houses at Woodleigh
1990’s Shop and petrol station close – Post office moved to Centurion Inn
2002 Wall Walk National Trail established
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INFORMATION FROM THE QUESTIONAIRE

The questionnaires were not limited to one per household and in some cases
several people from the same household responded.

The age distribution of those completing the questionnaire is given below and
is a likely distribution of those living in the Parish.

Age Distribution
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The questionnaire gave a list of ideas gained from previous consultations and
asked people to say whether they thought they were a good idea or not. The
response is shown on the next page.

The main points in this graph were separated into different sections and the
responses are detailed in the following pages.
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Good idea?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Post box @ Wilson Homes

Cricket pitch

Tennis Court

Village Shop

Youth Club

Doctor @ Village Hall

Educational classes @ Village Hall

Parish web site

Village Hall with Reading Room

Join Village and church committees

Re-vamp play area

More village social events

Improve transport links

More seating

Improve Parish notice boards

Storyboards about Parish

Café/tea room

Designate as conservation area

Promote Walton Moss

Restore old signposts

Village car park

Promote Parish footpaths

Traffic signs/speed restrictions

Tidy village paths

Recycling for cardboard and plastic

Encourage and promote local business

Improve lamp posts

Number

Yes
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Action Plan - Services and Activities

Task Action Potential Partners Priority

More social activities Focus group * Community Partnership
* Village Hall Committee
* Local businesses
* Charitable Trusts & Foundations,

Lottery etc.

High

Youth Club1 Focus group * Young people
* Community Partnership
* Village Hall Committee
* Charitable Trusts & Foundations,

Lottery etc.
* Adjacent parishes
* Carlisle City Council
* Cumbria County Council
* Connexions
* Cumbria Youth Alliance
* Young Farmers

High

Neighbourhood Watch2 Parish Council * Community Partnership
* Walton Parish Council
* Police

High

Set up Children’s Club Focus group * Community Partnership
* Children
* Village Hall Committee
* Charitable Trusts & Foundations,

Lottery etc.
* City Council

Medium

Parish Newsletter Focus group * Parish Council
* Community Partnership
* Existing groups
* Local business’
* Church
* Charitable Trusts & Foundations,

Lottery etc.

Medium

1 See footnote on page 8
2 Neighbourhood Watch is already operating in the Parish





socially economically environmentally

Page 12

The main concerns of the parishioners were road safety and dog fouling
followed by the lack of public transport and vehicle parking.

The recycling facilities available in the Parish (green box, bottle bank, can
bank, garden refuse bin and paper bank) are well used with those used by the
Reading Room returning a small revenue to the Parish Council. It was
identified that recycling could be improved with facilities. The use of wheelie
bins and a Parish skip were popular ideas.

Do you want/would you use?
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