Carlisle Partnership Forum Meeting

Monday 5th November 2007, 12.30 – 15.45 @ Tullie House, Carlisle

Appendix II

A summary of group questions and responses from EDE Group members on the Draft Economic Strategy presentation

Partner
Question
Response

Peter Armer, University of Cumbria
Has the enterprise agenda been developed with consideration to the rest of Cumbria?
Richard Greenwood, Cumbria Vision responded that Partnership working remains vitally important and that Cumbria Vision fully supports the Economic Strategy for Carlisle, which is joined up and linked to other similar strategies.

Roger Roberts, Voluntary Action Cumbria
How is it possible to reconcile the climate change agenda and sustainability issues with the growth aspirations?
David Beaty, Carlisle City Council responded by assuring attendees that a sustainability appraisal was to be commissioned imminently to look at both the high level framework and the proposed projects.

Ken Gyles, Trades Union Congress
Are Carlisle employers aware of the Skills Pledge recommended by the Leitch Report?
John Nixon, Carlisle United responded that the Large Employers Affinity Group have been engaged during the development of the Strategy and that employers were keen to look into the Skills Pledge.

Peter Nixon, University of Cumbria
How will the forecast population growth be generated?
Frank Peck, CRED responded that population growth is already happening in selected areas, but that further work is needed to identify methods to increase the working age population, perhaps through increased retention of young people.

Bob Allan, Brampton Community Association
1) Haven’t population projections based on the last 5 years been affected by unusually high recent migration?
Frank Peck, CRED responded that this statement is correct and that any projected figures have margins of instability. However growth is predicted and it is not intended to have fixed targets in the Strategy.


2) Has the impact of the Strategy on other priority areas of the Community Plan been considered?
John Nixon, Carlisle United responded that infrastructure and housing are key considerations for private sector partners, but must be triggered by a demand created through jobs, skills and expansion.

John Smith, Sustainable Brampton
The University are an important voice on economic development, have they been consulted?
Frank Peck, CRED responded that CRED have been involved in producing the Strategy, particularly in identifying sectors with potential for development.
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