Carlisle Partnership Forum Meeting

Monday 5th November 2007, 12.30 – 15.45 @ Tullie House, Carlisle

Appendix IV

Climate Change and the Partnership Workshop

A summary of group discussion work

1. What are the challenges for Carlisle in the context of climate change?

· Flood defences

· Agriculture and Renaissance

· Isolated rural economy

· Hydropower vs. wind-power

· How to reconcile growth yet reduce consumption

· Keeping Carlisle’s connectivity with the markets we can trade with

· Energy costs increase

· Will nuclear power make a comeback?

· Rural areas lack of public transport – how people receive services

· Economic Strategy pays no attention to current impacts

· Airport impact – what if oil price increases so air travel is not viable?

· Logistics – any fuel based transport will be very expensive

· Strategies and plans not addressing climate change or realising impact

· Single document / place for discussions

· Flood and storm protection

· City centre cycling facilities, pavement size, expensive buses and poor public transport services

· CO2 from travel from wider district and lack of rural amenities

· Major potential impact of the airport – a bit late?

· Work changes have encouraged more travel

· Does this conflict with Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need?

· Poor public transport into Carlisle

· Baseline data – Stern Review and IPCC

· Less transport, stop wasting energy, have skills base (e.g. solid wall insulation), simple measures that could be taken

· Problems with private rental accommodation

· Transport, particularly bad is the school run traffic

· Lack of park and ride facilities

· Bikes and employers’ travel plans

· Reliable school bus services could reduce traffic and emissions

· Household waste, particularly of food waste

2. What are the challenges for the Carlisle Partnership in the context of climate change?

· Better understanding of the impact of climate change and the economy

· All plans should embrace climate change

· Economic impact on businesses of increased energy costs

· Alternative fuels: biofuels etc

· Policy framework that adopts innovation that could make a difference

· Consciousness for area

· Joining up debates and informing partners

· Model that suggests solution – share best practice on enabling change

· Sustainable Brampton best strategy in County – a lot of good practice

· Understand impact on all organisations in the Partnership

· Be proactive, not into gloom, but action!

· ‘Flourishability’ not sustainability

· Need to engage in a can-do way, not upbeat from the start but real

· Key impact and what this means to Carlisle – encourage debate

· There has been a change of consciousness; Partnership not to be hijacked by time-limited politics.

· Think of our children’s children. Mitigate up to 2020-2030 – not using current wisdom and understanding

· Population growth will impact on climate change issue – knee jerk, not thought through growth in context

· Needs of people, happiness index not GVA measure

· Partnership needs to talk to its parts, i.e. economy group to environment 

· State how prosperity can be found for an area without negative impacts

· Partners to manage expectations –what we can get out of the earth

· Learning from other countries

· Look at the way communities function, how and/or what is available to it then plan to meet the community’s needs

· Target is very broad, can we share out tasks?

· Do people know what they have to do?

· Who is leading by example? City Council green travel plan and recycling office waste

· Planning conditions to require use of renewable energy

· Would this be part of the offer for potential students

· Need the right housing for immigrants

· Transport infrastructure

· Problems with sustainability of the rural economy

· Best practice in house design

· Local energy generation, solar, water, wind, bio-mass, nuclear

· Expansion of the airport

· Effective marketing to audiences, with benefits and reasons to contribute

· The community needs to be kept informed of where and when success happens and progress is made

· People need incentives, knowledge and information

· Publicity of initiatives to encourage more simple living is needed

3. What are the challenges for individuals and organisations in Carlisle in the context of climate change?

· Improved environmental awareness

· Conservation and collective responses

· Energy from waste products

· Synergy between large scale change and individual responses

· Subsidies for solar power

· Incentives for environment: insulation, cavity wall, low energy light bulbs

· Education: big gaps between intention and action

· Not changing the way they think

· Use of innovations and best practice

· Would people live closer to work

· Potential use if renewable energy

· Issues related to ageing population

· Each building has to be as energy efficient as possible

· Wind turbines for large businesses

· Transport plans of organisations need allowances for using your bike

· Encouraging home working

· Traffic and the school run

4. Carlisle a Transition City? How?

· Improved waste collection and recycling

· Vast experience of recycling issues

· Yes, but what about the airport?

· Policies to ensure climate change infrastructure can be supported

· Ensuring existing footprint is fit for purpose: housing, transport, schools

· Slow food movement

· Strengths: large agricultural area (need to consider wider rural hinterland)

· Improved communication: awareness raising, disseminated to all levels

· Transition District (there is a rural component)

· This is proactive and positive

· Sustainable Brampton is already in place

· A tool to align plans/strategies on economy and climate change together

· Doing a lot already

· Need to show community leadership

· Sustainable living could be a selling point

· Become a centre of excellence for low energy new house building

· Research needed

· Baseline data
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