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19 October 2009
 MERGEFIELD "Address_Line_1" 
 MERGEFIELD "Address_Line_2" 
 MERGEFIELD "Address_Line_3" 
 MERGEFIELD "Address_Line_4" 
 MERGEFIELD "Address_Line_5" 
Dear  MERGEFIELD "Addressee" Colleague
Economic Crisis and Active Citizenship- The Way forward in the economic Crisis?

Workshop and Lecture by Professor Chris Gates  19th   November  at Carlisle Racecourse and Forum 28 in Barrow in Furness on the 20th November 2009

How do we make democracy more inclusive and how do we tap into the underused resource of public knowledge and community wisdom?

I would personally like to invite you to an exciting and currently very relevant workshop and lecture to be given in Carlisle and Barrow in Furness by Professor Chris Gates on the 19th and 20th of November 2009. Chris Gates is the first Executive Director of PACE, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement. PACE is a new organisation founded to bring more attention and focus to the issues of civic engagement and to encourage more members of the philanthropic community to make civic engagement a part of their funding priorities. In this role Gates speaks extensively around the USA and around the world on the broad topics of civic engagement, including civic education, leadership training, community problem solving, political reform and democratic renewal.

Chris’ work is also relevant to the debate about renewing democracy and encouraging people to put themselves forward for civic roles eg. School Governor, Justice of the Peace, elected Councillor or Member of Parliament.  
According to Gates, “The raucous debate over health care reform is a reminder of how difficult it is to deliberate on complex public policy issues in an environment of distrust and polarisation, a lesson many local officials learned in the early 1990s when budgets were tightening and public scepticism about the role of government was growing.”

Not long ago, the main vehicle for local participation was the public hearing, an often frustrating and unsatisfactory means of engaging the community. That began to change about 15 years ago when public managers and elected officials started looking for new and better forms of engagement so they could move forward on tough local challenges. The many examples of community success suggest that local government has become an important source of innovation and activity.

What forms did these new methods take? What have we learned about these new approaches? How do public officials ensure these new ways of doing civic engagement avoid the old trap of offering only the “illusion of inclusion?” And how will technology change the way citizens come together to solve problems? These are a few of the questions to be raised and discussed at this workshop and lecture.

I would like to invite you to attend the afternoon workshop but at the same time I would like to request that you actively encourage as many as possible of your members to attend the evening lecture to ensure an interesting yet effective discussion on how we can take forward this approach across Cumbria.

I look forward to seeing you at the events

Yours sincerely
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Professor John R Ashton CBE

Director of Public Health and County Medical Officer
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