Briefing for Carlisle Partnership Executive11 May 2009

The following material relates to a Grant Programme initiated by the Department for Communities and Local Government.
Inspiring Communities
Introduction

The Inspiring Communities programme aims to support communities to raise the aspirations and educational attainment of young people.

Initially based in 15 neighbourhoods, it will fund and support neighbourhood partnerships to deliver a programme of activities working with young people, their parents and communities, to create new opportunities, broaden horizons and build up the self-confidence of local people. Partnerships responsible for work locally will have at their core schools, councils, third sector organisations, parents and young people. Local businesses and relevant service providers are also encouraged to become involved in the Inspiring Communities initiative.

Neighbourhood partnerships are invited to apply to participate in the programme, the deadline for applications is 3 June 2009. The Inspiring Communities Grant Programme - Information Pack for Applicants is available to download (notes below) provides guidance for anyone interested in participating in this programme. The Inspiring Communities reference map for Carlisle identifies four LSOAs eligible for this programme.
Inspiring Communities is a joint initiative from Communities and Local Government, the Department for Children, Schools and Families and the Cabinet Office.
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Additional Information

Neighbourhood deprivation

· The neighbourhood itself must include one or more areas of high deprivation.
Neighbourhood size

· Applications must be for an Inspiring Communities campaign to be funded in a
single neighbourhood.
· The neighbourhood should have a population of approximately 5,000 –

10,000 residents.
· The neighbourhood identified should be large enough to support strong

partnership working with wide buy-in, yet small enough to retain strong

recognised local identity.

Neighbourhood partnership with local campaign leader

· Applications must be sent on behalf of a neighbourhood partnership (be it new

or existing).
· The partnership must have an identified local campaign leader.
· The partnership must have an identified core membership. As a minimum, this

must include representation from the local authority, a local secondary school

and a third sector organisation

· The partnership must have, or commit to prepare, a collectively-agreed

description of the purpose, scope and structure of the partnership (a Terms of

Reference)

Accountable organisation

· One member of the partnership must act as the accountable body for the

programme. The accountable body must be a legal entity by which we mean an

incorporated body (eg companies, organisations set up by statute, industrial and

provident societies), legally recognised partnership or trust.

· The accountable organisation must be solvent, with a total non-central-public

sector income in their latest audited accounts of £500,000 (this requirement

does not apply where the accountable body is a local authority). The accountable

body must have the systems and capacity to administer this funding, as

administering the grant should not become a distraction from participation in the full design and delivery of the programme locally. 
Key tasks include: 
· Maintenance of full accounts for the programme, noting all eligible

expenditure

· Submission of a regular statement of grant usage.

· Production of a bi-annual progress report (with assistance of neighbourhood partnership)

· No grant will be awarded without an appraisal of the present and future financial

viability of the accountable body.

Time-line
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Submitting your application
The deadline for receipt of applications is 6.00 p.m. on 3 June 2009.

(Form provided submitted electronically).

Selection criteria
Where all of the eligibility conditions are met, applications

will then be scored against the following criteria:

Quality of initial programme of activities to raise aspirations and

Attainment
Applications should show a creative but practicable and good value

programme of activities, with well thought through outcomes, which fit well

with the aims of:

· broadening young people’s horizons
· providing advice and inspiration to young people

· raising parents’ own aspirations and self-confidence, so that they can

support their children to take up opportunities and to make positive,

informed choices

· developing strong social networks in communities, raising community pride

in young people and drawing out the talents of the community to support

young people
Tested by section 2 (programme of activities) on the application form.
Commitment to ambitious and creative partnership • working and linking

in to existing activities and priorities

Applications should demonstrate that a local Inspiring Communities

programme will be run by a diverse and broad-based neighbourhood

partnership, be developed to be complementary to existing work and

priorities, and show commitment to pursuing a more radical joining-up of local

services and resources between providers

Tested by questions 3C-3G in section 3 (partnership working and links to

existing activities/priorities) on the application form

Strong local leadership and community engagement

Applications should demonstrate that the community (including young

people) will develop a sense of ownership of their local Inspiring Communities

programme, galvanised by a dynamic community leader with grassroots

connections and through creating opportunities for the diverse wider

community to participate in design and delivery phases

Tested by section 4 (local leadership and community engagement) on the

application form

Commitment to share innovation and learning and mainstream work

Applicants should demonstrate enthusiasm to inspire other areas with

their work and commitment to ensuring momentum from the Inspiring

Communities programme is not lost after the two year funding period, with

early consideration of how work can be mainstreamed to ensure longer-term

progress is maintained

Tested by section 5 (sharing innovation and learning and mainstreaming work)

on the application form
