
Funding News: Thursday 16 February 2023

*Closing soon*

22/02/23  
Grants to Mark the 75th Anniversary  
of Windrush

22/02/23  
Suez Communities Fund Reopens for 
Applications in England

26/02/23  
Community Action Fund Now Open  
to Applications

26/02/23  
New Cash Grants for UK Start-ups and 
Growing Businesses

27/02/23  
Funding for Transport Innovations to 
Support Ageing Population

27/02/23  
IOP Public Engagement Grant Scheme 
2023 Opens for Applications

28/02/23  
Co-op Foundation’s Carbon 
Innovation Fund - New Focus for 
Round 2

28/02/23  
Dyers’ Company Launches Seed 
Capital Investment Fund

28/02/23  
Sea-Changer’s Coastal Fountain 
Fund Reopens for 2023

08/03/23  
New Round of Climate Grants from 
JAC Trust

15/03/23  
Launch of £1m Competition 
to Stimulate Innovation in 
Occupational Health
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£Funding Focus - Cost of Living
Asda Foundation - Empowering Local 
Communities Grant

Grants are available to community groups in 
the UK to support a broad range of activities 
which can contribute towards transforming their 
community and improving the lives of people 
in their community. This funding round will also 
support projects that alleviate impacts of the rise 
in cost of living.

The closing date for Round 3 applications is  
11 November 2022.

Asda Foundation Offers Cost of Living 
Grant to Local Groups Across the UK

Funding to support local community groups 
who are facing an increase in their running 
costs (rent, utilities and food costs) between 
September 2022 and February 2023.

Asda Foundation’s new Cost of Living Grant 
will provide grants of between £500 and 
£2,000 for activities taking place before  
28 February 2023.

Applications will be accepted by Asda 
Community Champions the week 
commencing 19 September 2022 until the 
budget cap is reached (estimated to be 
February 2023).

abrdn Financial Fairness Trust 

Grants are available for strategic work, 
including policy work, campaigning and 
research, which has the potential to improve 
financial wellbeing at a national scale in the 
UK, especially for those on low-to-middle 
incomes.

The funding is intended for strategic work, 
including policy work, campaigning and 
research, which has the potential to improve 
financial wellbeing at a national scale.

The next deadline for applications is  
4 February 2023 (1pm).

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/asda-foundation-empowering-local-communities-grant
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Aviva Community Fund - Cost of Living 
Boost (with Crowdfunding)

The £2 million Cost of Living Boost scheme is 
provided by Aviva plc, a British multinational 
insurance company headquartered in London, 
as part of its Aviva Community Fund. Aviva is 
the largest general insurer and a leading life 
and pensions provider.

Aviva will match donations pound for pound 
up to £250 between 4 October and 31 
December 2022 or until the entire £2 million 
is allocated.

British Gas Energy Trust

Grants are available to individuals and families 
across Great Britain to be used to write off 
their energy debts.

British Gas Energy Trust is an independent 
charitable body set up to support individuals 
and families who are struggling to pay their bills, 
regardless of energy provider.

Applications can be made at any time until the 
funding runs out.

COSARAF – Hardship Grants

Grants are available for third party social 
organisations to support individuals and families 
across the UK who are in financial need and have 
exhausted all other sources of funding.

This fund aims to support individuals and families 
who are struggling with everyday costs, such as 
basic living expenses, household items and utilities, 
or rent arrears.

Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they 
are taking advantage of all support  
offered by local services, including the  
referring social organisation.

£Funding Focus - Cost of Living

Cost of Living Support Available for 
Youth Organisations across the UK

Charitable and not-for-profit youth 
organisations delivering high-quality youth 
provision whose work is being hindered, 
curtailed, or cut back due to rising core 
costs can apply for funding to address 
these unprecedented demands.

UK Youth, in partnership with Pears 
Foundation, is offering unrestricted multi-
year grants for charitable and not-for-profit 
youth organisations across the UK with an 
annual turnover of less than £500,000 to 
help them cover rising prices and increased 
costs due to the cost-of-living crisis.

Applications can be submitted at any time.

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/aviva-community-fund-cost-of-living-boost-with-crowdfunding
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FareShare Surplus with Purpose Fund

A fund for food businesses in the UK to offset 
the costs of sending good quality surplus food  
to good causes, helping the people who need  
it most.

The FareShare Surplus with Purpose Fund is 
aimed at offsetting the costs faced by food 
producing companies seeking to redistribute 
their edible surplus comestibles to charities and 
community groups helping vulnerable people.

Applications may be submitted at any time.

Friends of the Elderly - Grants for  
Older People

Small grants are available to support older 
people living on low incomes in England and 
Wales with the costs of home essentials, 
unexpected large bills, living costs and getting 
connected online.

£Funding Focus - Cost of Living

The funding is intended to support older people 
who are of, or over, state pension age (66 years) 
and living on low incomes in England or Wales.

Applications can be made at any time and are 
dealt with in date order.

Groundwork: One Stop -  
Community Partnership  
NEW FUND

A partnership programme providing grants to 
support not-for-profit organisations who are 
working to tackle food poverty or supporting 
the elderly within the local community.

Applications can be made at any time.

Family Action - Welfare Grants 
Programme

Grants to support families and individuals 
for essential personal and household needs 
to assist families and individuals with low 
incomes, particularly those living on benefits.

Family Action aims to support families during 
times of hardship to enable them to become 
stronger, happier and healthier.

Applications are accepted any time.

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/fareshare-surplus-with-purpose-fund
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Funding Focus - Cost of Living £

National Lottery Community Fund 
Outlines Cost-of-Living Support 
Strategy

The funder has given details on plans for 
responding to communities in need in the 
coming months.

In light of the emerging economic crisis, the 
National Lottery Community Fund (NLCF) 
has sent out a message to community 
organisations across the UK working to 
support beneficiaries during this time, 
ensuring its commitment to flexible and 
responsive support.

NPC Launches Funds for Charities 
Tackling Financial Hardship in the UK

One-off grants for small charities and other 
not-for-profit organisations that are supporting 
local communities in the UK who are facing 
financial hardship over the next six months.

New Philanthropy Capital (NPC) is providing 
two separate funds in the financial hardship 
sector, aiming to relieve and reduce financial 
hardship in the UK.

The deadline for all applications is 16 December 
2022 (5pm).

Henry Smith Charity - Main Grants - 
Improving Lives

Grants are available for registered charities,  
social enterprises and constituted charitable 
groups to help people in the UK when 
other sources of support have failed, are 
inappropriate, or are simply not available.

Applications can be submitted at any time.  
There are no deadlines and applications are 
assessed as they are received.
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Funding Focus - Cost of Living £

Yorkshire Building Society Charitable 
Foundation

Grants to support registered charities and 
good causes in local communities across the 
UK to alleviate poverty, improve health and 
save lives.

The Charitable Foundation makes donations 
to registered charities, recommended by 
members and colleagues, who support 
beneficiaries such as children, those seriously 
ill, the elderly, homeless and disabled people 
in the UK.

Applications are reviewed on a quarterly 
basis. The deadlines for application each year 
are: 31 March, 30 June, 30 September and  
31 December.

Sport England: Active Together  
(with Crowdfunding)

Grants are available for not-for-profit 
community sport and physical activity groups 
in England who can raise their initial funding 
through a crowdfunding campaign to support 
those experiencing financial difficulty due to 
Covid-19, the emerging energy, cost of living or 
other local crisis.

The funding is intended to help sport and 
physical activity organisations to move forward 
with priority projects and running costs that 
they might be struggling with due to the 
pandemic or the cost-of-living crisis or other 
local crisis situations such as adverse weather.

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/yorkshire-building-society-charitable-foundation
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/yorkshire-building-society-charitable-foundation
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/sport-england-active-together-with-crowdfunding
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/sport-england-active-together-with-crowdfunding
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Arts, Culture & Heritage

Windrush Day Grant Scheme –  
Deadline Reminder

Funding to celebrate, commemorate and/
or educate about the history of the MV 
Empire Windrush and the contribution of the 
Windrush Generation to life in Britain.

Groups have around two weeks left to apply  
to the Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities (DLUHC)’s Windrush Day 
Grant Scheme.

The deadline to apply is 22 February 2023.

Children & Young People

KFC Foundation Community Grants 
Programme Reopens for Applications  
for 2023

Funding is available for charities and grassroots 
community groups and associations to support 
young people aged 11-25 years in communities 
where KFC restaurants are located.

Grants of up to £2,500 are available for charities, 
community interest companies and clubs or 
associations with an annual turnover of less than 
£300,000 to support projects that help young 
people create firm foundations by addressing 
their needs through early intervention, and 
empowering young people to fulfil their potential 
through the provision of safe social spaces, 
mentoring, work, and social skills development.

The deadline to submit an expression of interest 
is 13 March 2023.

National Citizens Service Launches  
2023 Grants Programme

Funding for not-for-profit organisations  
delivering community-based experiences at a 
grassroots level for young people (16- to  
17-year-olds) in England.

Starting this year, National Citizens Service Trust 
(NCST) has announced it will be awarding two 
different types of grants to local organisations 
delivering community-based experiences at a 
grassroots level, for the first time.

Applications will be accepted from 13 February 
2023 (11am) until they close on 20 March 2023 
(9am).
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Digital & Technology

Launch of IUK’s Feasibility Studies in 
Quantum Computing Applications 
Competition

UK registered businesses can apply for grants to 
fund innovative solutions to industrial problems 
using Quantum Computing.

Through this competition, Innovate UK (IUK) 
is funding innovative solutions to industrial 
problems using quantum computing (QC). The 
aim is to bring together end-users from many 
industry sectors, with experts in QC. They will 
identify and develop use cases in the UK that 
demonstrate the potential and commercial 
benefits of this technology.

The deadline for applications is 29 March 2023 
(11am)

Education, Employment & Training

Round Two of Defra’s UK Seafood Fund: 
Skills and Training Scheme Now Open

Funding is available for UK based providers of 
training relevant to the seafood sector.

The UK Seafood Fund: Skills and Training Scheme 
offers funding to improve training in the seafood 
industry, including the catching, processing and 
aquaculture sectors.

Applications are open until 21 April 2023 (12pm).

Energy, Environment and Climate

Fifth Round of England’s Urban Tree 
Challenge Fund Now Open

Funding is available for planting trees in urban 
areas, helping to support people’s health and 
wellbeing, as well as wider environmental benefits.

The Urban Tree Challenge Fund (UTCF) was 
first developed in response to the Government’s 
commitment to provide millions of pounds for 
planting trees in and around England’s towns and 
cities.

Round 5 is open for applications. Those wishing 
to plant trees in 2023/24 must submit their 
applications by 30 June 2023 (11.59pm).

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/launch-of-iuks-feasibility-studies-in-quantum-computing-applications-competition
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Launch of £32m Heat Network Efficiency 
Scheme for England and Wales

Grants are available for organisations operating 
across the public, private and third sectors in 
England and Wales for upgrading existing heat 
networks to reduce emissions and energy costs.

The Heat Network Efficiency Scheme (HNES) 
provides funding to support improvements to 
existing district heating or communal heating 
projects that are operating sub-optimally and 
resulting in poor outcomes for customers and 
operators.

The scheme will run multiple funding rounds, 
which will take place approximately bi-monthly. 
The deadline for Round 1 is 31 March 2023.

Net Zero Heat: Rapid Assessment of 
Building Fabric Performance - New IUK 
Competition

UK registered organisations can apply for grants 
to fund solutions that reduce the cost and time 

required for assessing fabric performance of 
buildings against net zero performance targets.

The aim of this Innovate UK (IUK) competition is 
to accelerate the shift to a net zero economy. The 
focus is on reducing the cost and time required 
for assessing the fabric performance of buildings 
and assuring net zero performance targets are 
achieved.

The deadline for applications is 22 March 2023 
(11am).

Round 3 of Local Authority Treescapes 
Fund Opens to Applications

Funding available to local authorities in England to 
increase tree planting and natural regeneration in 
local communities.

The Local Authority Treescapes Fund (LATF) 
provides funding for the establishment of trees in 
non-woodland settings. These may include parks, 
riparian zones, copses and shelterbelts, as well 
as green lanes, small linear woodlands alongside 

roads and footpaths, and vacant and disused 
community spaces.

Round three applications may be submitted until 
30 June 2023.

Third Round of Peatland Restoration 
Grants Set for Spring Launch

Ahead of a new funding round, environmental 
groups, charities, public bodies, and landowners  
in England can read guidance to support their  
bids for grants to develop sites where peat can  
be restored.

The Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme 
(NCPGS) has been set up to support the 
restoration of degraded peatland in England.

Subject to confirmation, Defra expects to open 
the third round of Restoration Grant applications 
in April 2023, for eight weeks.

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/launch-of-16332m-heat-network-efficiency-scheme-for-england-and-wales
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Sports, Leisure & Tourism

Sports, Leisure & Tourism Barclays 
Community Football Fund 2023 Invites 
Applications

Grants are available for not-for-profit groups 
in the UK to help improve access to football 
for all by running football activities for 
underrepresented groups. This is only open to 
new groups who have not already received a 
grant through this fund.

Now in its second year, Barclays Bank in 
partnership with the Sported Foundation is 
offering small grants of £500 to groups that are 
running football activities for one or more of the 
following underrepresented groups: women and 
girls, young people with disabilities, young people 
from racially diverse communities, young people 
from the LGBTQ+ community and young people 
from lower socio-economic groups.

The fund is currently open until 31 December 
2023. However, it may close earlier if a large 
volume of applications is received.

Sport England Adds Two New Priorities to 
Small Grants Fund

Funding to encourage greater participation in 
sport and physical activity across the country.

To commemorate the Coronation in 2023,  
Sport England has widened its Small Grants focus.

The deadline to apply is 30 June 2023.

https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/barclays-community-football-fund-2023-invites-applications
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/barclays-community-football-fund-2023-invites-applications
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/barclays-community-football-fund-2023-invites-applications
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/sport-england-adds-two-new-priorities-to-small-grants-fund
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/sport-england-adds-two-new-priorities-to-small-grants-fund
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Local Funders and support

•	 Active Cumbria

•	 Carlisle City Council Grants

•	 Carlisle City Council 4 Business

•	 Cumbria Business Growth Hub 
Business Support

•	 Cumbria County Council 
Community Grants 

•	 Cumbria Community Foundation

•	 Cumbria CVS

•	 Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership

•	 Cumbria Office of Police and  
Crime Commissioner

•	 Cumbria Waste Management 
Environment Trust

National Funders 

•	 Arts Council England

•	 Disability Grants

•	 Funding Central

•	 The National Lottery Heritage Fund

•	 Spacehive - Crowdfunding For 
Local Projects

•	 Sport England

•	 The National Lottery Community Fund

•	 The National Lottery Heritage Fund

•	 Turn2us

Further support and resources 

Grants and External Funding - 
information on grants and external funding 
news and resources

NB. The above funds have been grouped under themes for ease of reading, but please note that some will fund across several themes. 

https://www.activecumbria.org/
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding
https://www.idoxopen4business.co.uk/carlislecitycouncil
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/cumbria-business-growth-hub-business-support-1
https://www.carlisle.gov.uk/Residents/Grants-and-Funding/cumbria-business-growth-hub-business-support-1
https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/yourcommunitysupport/communitygrants.asp
https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/yourcommunitysupport/communitygrants.asp
https://www.cumbriafoundation.org
https://cumbriacvs.org.uk/
https://www.thecumbrialep.co.uk
https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/funding/
https://cumbria-pcc.gov.uk/what-we-do/funding/
https://www.cumbriawaste.co.uk/environment-trust/
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