CITY OF CARLISLE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976

PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE LICENCES

CONDITIONS OF LICENCE

The following terms and conditions must be observed and performed by every Proprietor  (being that person to whom the Council issue this licence) of a private hire vehicle and shall be attached to and form part of every private hire vehicle licence issued to him:-

1(a)
The licence plate issued by the Council shall at all times during the continuance of this licence be kept affixed to the outside of  the rear of the vehicle either immediately above or immediately below the bumper in such a position that the vehicle's  registration mark is not obscured with the particulars thereon facing outwards and in such a manner and place that the licence  plate is clearly visible by daylight from the road at the rear of the vehicle. The plate must be fitted in such a manner as to be easily removable by an authorised officer of the Council or a Constable.

(b) The vehicle shall be classed as a private hire vehicle at all  times during the continuance  

          of this licence whether or not it is under hire.

(c) The removal of the licence plate from the vehicle without the  prior consent of the Council  

           shall not be permitted during the  continuance of this licence.

(d) Executive vehicles, driven by a chauffeur in uniform, and specialist vehicles may be  granted dispensation from  displaying the licence plate on the rear of the vehicle providing that the licence details are contained on a disc displayed in the windscreen and approved by  the Council.

2.
The licence plate shall remain the property of the Council and shall be returned to them within seven days of the suspension or revocation of or refusal or failure to renew this licence. The deposit, a sum which may be determined from time to time shall be paid to the Council on the issue of the plate which shall be refunded upon the plate being returned to the Council in good condition, regard being had to fair wear and tear.

3.
The proprietor shall cause any taximeter with which the private hire vehicle is provided to be so constructed, attached and maintained as to comply with the following requirements, that is to say

(a)
The taximeter shall be fitted with a key, flag or other device the operation of which will bring the machinery of the taximeter into action and cause the word 'HIRED' to appear on the face of the taximeter;

(b)
Such key, flag or other device shall be capable of being locked in such a position that the machinery of the taximeter is not in action and that no fare is recorded on the face of the taximeter;

(c)
When the machinery of the taximeter is in action there shall be recorded on the face of the taximeter in clearly legible figures a fare not exceeding the rate or fare which the proprietor or driver is entitled to demand and take for the hire of the private hire vehicle;

(d)
The word 'FARE' shall be printed on the face of the taximeter in plain letters so as clearly to apply to the fare recorded thereon;

(e)
The taximeter shall be so placed that all letters and figures on the face thereof are at all times plainly visible to any person being conveyed in the carriage, and for that purpose the letters and figures shall be capable of being suitably illuminated during any period of hiring;

(f)
The taximeter and all the fittings thereof shall be so affixed to the carriage with seals or other appliances that it shall not be practicable for any person to tamper with them except by breaking, damaging or permanently displacing the seals or

other appliances.

4.
The proprietor of a private hire vehicle shall, at all times, cause his vehicle to be furnished with an accurate and efficient continuous odometer equipped with clear and legible figures. A trip-meter does not satisfy this condition.

5.
The proprietor or driver of a private hire vehicle shall not tamper with or permit any person to tamper with any taximeter with which the vehicle is provided, with the fittings thereof, or with the seals affixed thereto, or with any odometer with which the vehicle is equipped, except for the purpose of repair.

6.
The proprietor shall permit an authorised officer of the Council or a police constable to inspect and test the vehicle or any taximeter affixed to the vehicle at all reasonable times. If the officer or constable is not satisfied as to the fitness of the private hire vehicle or as to the accuracy of the taximeter, he may give notice in writing to the proprietor to make the vehicle or taximeter available for further inspection and testing at such reasonable time and place as specified in the notice, and the vehicle licence may be suspended until such time as the officer or constable is so satisfied.

Provided that if the officer or constable is not so satisfied within a period of two months, the licence shall be deemed to be revoked.

7.
The licence plate shall on suspension or revocation of this licence be handed to an authorised officer of the Council but will be returned upon reinstatement of the licence.

8. Without prejudice to the provisions of Condition 6 above, the proprietor on receipt of notice in writing from an authorised officer of the Council shall present the private hire vehicle for inspection and testing by or on behalf of the Council within such period and at such place as is specified in the notice. The separate occasions of inspection and testing shall not exceed three in number in any one period of twelve months. The current fee for such inspection shall be paid on submission of the vehicle licensing form.

9.
At all times the proprietor shall during the currency of the licence keep in force in relation to the user of the vehicle as a private hire vehicle a policy of insurance or security complying with the provisions of the appropriate Road Traffic Act which covers third party liability both in respect of physical injury or death and in respect of damage to personal belongings, and a current copy of the said certificate shall be lodged with the Licensing Section, Carlisle City Council, Civic Centre, Carlisle.

10.
Should the said certificate or cover note lapse, the proprietor shall, within seven days, produce a valid certificate to the Licensing Section, Carlisle City Council, Civic Centre, Carlisle. Failure to comply with the provisions of Condition 9 and this condition will result in the automatic suspension of this licence.

11.
The proprietor shall not cause or suffer or permit to be conveyed in the vehicle a greater number of persons exclusive of the driver than the number of persons specified in the licence.

12.
The driver shall not allow there to be conveyed in the front of a private hire vehicle beside him: -

(a)
Any child below the age of ten years

(b)
More than one person.

unless the vehicle has been specifically designed to provide more than one passenger seat in the front, in which case the above  rules apply to each seat.

13.
A 1.0kg dry powder fire extinguisher of the stored pressure type shall be securely fitted in the boot/luggage compartment of the vehicle and shall be kept in good working order at all times. A fully equipped first aid box complying with the provisions of the Community Bus Regulations 1978 shall be carried at all times.

14.
The vehicle shall be clean and tidy and maintained in a good mechanical and roadworthy condition at all times.  The bodywork shall be uniform and free from any rust or damage, the paintwork shall be of a good overall colour match and the exterior and interior standard trim complete and undamaged. The engine must be of an adequate size and be maintained in a serviceable condition to enable it carry a full load of passengers and luggage. Unless the vehicle is supplied, as standard, without a spare wheel, it shall at all times carry a spare wheel of which the tyre must be correctly inflated and meet the current legal tyre depth requirements together with the necessary tools and equipment to enable it to be fitted quickly and efficiently.  Spacesaver type wheels and “run flat” tyres must only be used to get the passengers to safety and the vehicle must not be further used for hire and reward until repaired or replaced with standard wheels. . Any puncture, repaired by means of a self-inflating sealing spray, must be repaired permanently or replaced as soon as practicable and in any case within 24 hours of it’s occurrence. .

15.
(a)
No signs, advertisements or other form of words shall be affixed to or displayed  

from the vehicle other than the Council's licence plate, door signs as described       in Clause 15(b), and any other sign or notice required to be displayed on or from the vehicle which is prescribed by or under any enactment or rule of law.

(b)
Door signs of a type approved by the Council must be fitted to both rear doors of the vehicle. The signs shall be approximately 14ins x 9ins (35cms x 23cms) and bear black lettering on a white background with the company name and phone number and the words “City Of Carlisle Pre-Booking Only”.

(c)
Purpose built limousines, or private hire vehicles whilst on hire at weddings or funerals or vehicles used for any special occasion or in any exceptional circumstances when specifically authorised by the City Council, are exempted from displaying the door signs referred to in 15b above.

16.
The proprietor shall not assign or in any way part with the benefit of this licence without the prior written consent of the Council, such consent not to be unreasonably withheld, and shall within fourteen days of the transfer of their interest in the vehicle give notice in writing to the Licensing Manager specifying the name and address of the person to whom the vehicle has been transferred.

17.
The proprietor shall be the legal owner of the vehicle and the registration document (vehicle logbook) shall be properly registered in their name.

18.
The Council may decide to suspend or revoke or refuse to renew this licence for any reasonable cause whatsoever including that the vehicle is unfit for use as a private hire vehicle and where there has been any offence under or non-compliance with the

provisions of  Part II of the  Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 on the part of the Proprietor/Operator or Driver.

19.
Any alterations to the vehicle whether to the machinery or the body shall be reported to the Licensing Manager and the Council may require the proprietor to submit the vehicle for further examination.

20.
No vehicle can be substituted for the vehicle in respect of which this licence is issued until it has been inspected tested and approved by the Council.

21.
If during the currency of this licence any of the particulars supplied in the proprietor's application shall change, details of the change shall forthwith be notified in writing to the Licensing Manager at The Civic Centre. 
22.
The proprietor shall within seven days of any change of address of the place where a vehicle is kept when not in use notify the Licensing Manager in writing of the new address and further shall at every address where a vehicle is so kept if so required by the Council afford to them such facilities as may be reasonably necessary to enable them to cause the vehicle to be tested there.

23.
The proprietor shall report to the Licensing Manager as soon as reasonably practicable and, in any event, within seventy-two hours of the occurrence thereof, any accident to the vehicle causing damage materially affecting the safety performance or appearance of the vehicle or the comfort or convenience of the persons carried therein.

24.
If the vehicle is fitted with a domestic car wireless, CD or cassette player such appliance or appliances shall not be used so as to cause annoyance to other persons by reason of loud, continuous or repeated use whilst the vehicle is on hire.

No C.B. radio or frequency scanner shall be fitted to, or carried in, the vehicle. A two-way radio working to a control station only is permitted.

25. 
Closed circuit television (CCTV) equipment may not be installed into a

Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle without the written consent of the Council.  Should the Proprietor receive consent to install a CCTV security system in the vehicle, he/she shall comply with the Council’s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire CCTV requirements

26
The Council may at any time add to, delete or alter any of the foregoing conditions and upon notice thereof having been served upon the proprietor and such additions, deletions or alterations shall as from the date of such service be deemed to be incorporated herein.

27.
Any notice required to be served by the Council under this licence or under any of the provisions of Part II of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 shall be deemed to have been properly served if sent by them by pre-paid post to or left at the last known address of the holder of the licence.

28.
If the proprietor permits or employs any other person to drive the vehicle as a private hire vehicle, he shall before that person commences to drive the vehicle cause the driver to deliver to the operator his private hire driver's licence for retention until such time as the driver ceases to be permitted or employed to drive the vehicle or any other vehicle of his.

29. The private hire vehicle may not be of a design or appearance as to lead any person to believe that the vehicle is a Hackney Carriage and therefore plying for hire. The only colour and design permitted is that laid down by the vehicle manufacturer as standard colour and design.

30
Any equipment fitted to the vehicle for the purpose of lifting a wheelchair into the vehicle must have been tested in accordance with the requirements of the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 during the 6 months prior to being first licensed and at each subsequent renewal and be so certified.
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